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Hindu Pilgrimage

Bajreshwari Temple:
Just outside the town of Kangra is the temple dedicated to Bajreshwari 
Devi. Known once for its legendary wealth this temple was subject to 
successive depredations by invaders from the north. Destroyed 
completely in 1905 by an earthquake, it was rebuilt in 1920 and 
continues to be a busy place of pilgrimage. 

Baijnath: The ancient temple at Baijnath is particularly beautiful. Built of 
stone in the 9th century AD, in the shikhara style, it is a fine blend of 
sculpture and architecture. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, Baijnath is close to 
Palampur and Kangra. 
Jwalamukhi Temple: Not too far from Kangra is this popular place of 
pilgrimage. An eternally burning flame that issues from a hollow rock in 
the sanctum is considered the manifestation of the goddess Devi. During 
March-April and September-October every year, colorful fairs are held 
during the Navratra celebration. Jwalamukhi temple is 30 km. from 
Kangra. 

Chamunda Devi Temple: Not far from Dharamsala (Kangra) is the 
famous temple to Chamunda Devi. It is an enchanting spot with glorious 
views of the mountains; the Baner Khud, Pathiar and Lahla forest. 
Lakshmi Narayan Temple: The Lakshminarayan group of temples in 
the town of Chamba are of great archaeological importance. Six stone 
temples dedicated to Shiva and Vishnu with tall shikaras, finely carved, 
date from the 8th century AD. The Lakshminarayan Temple is the oldest 
in this group. Other temples around Chamba town include, those 
dedicated to Hari Rai, Champavati, Bansigopal, Ram Chandra, 
Brijeshwari, Chamunda, Narsingh, and Yogi Charpat Nath. 

Chaurasi Temples: The 9th century temples at Bharmaur are among the 
most important early Hindu temples in the Chamba Valley. According to 
legend, 84 (chaurasi) yogi's visited Bharmaur, capital of King Sahil Varma. 
They were so pleased with the king's humility and hospitality that they 
blessed him with ten sons and a daughter, Champavati. A cluster of 
shrines commemorates that visit. The temple square is the Centre of all 
activities in the little town of Bharmaur and the Lakshmi, Ganesh, 
Manimahesh and Narsing temples, the main shrines, are splendidly set off 
by the dramatic mountain scape. 

Chattari Temples: Not far from Bharmaur (Chamba) is the Chattari 
Temple with early examples of carved wood and an 8th century brass 
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image of Shakti. 
Manimahesh (3,950 m): The Manimahesh Lake, high up in the 
mountains near Bharmaur, is an important place of pilgrimage. The 
solitary Manimahesh Kailash Peak- the legendary abode of Shiva, is 
reflected in its still waters. A little temple in the shikhara style with an 
exquisite brass image of Lakshmi Devi as Mahishasuramardini stands 
near-by. Every year, following Janmashtami, the annual Manimahesh 
Yatra is undertaken. The pilgrimage starts from Chamba from the 
Lakshaminarayan Temple and devotees wend their way up the arduous 
track from Bharmaur to take a sacred dip in the waters of the lake. 

Mandi: Mandi has a picturesque group of ancient stone temples with tall 
vimanas, splendidly located below the town on the banks of the foaming 
river. The Tarna Devi Temple (Mandi), a new shrine up on a hill, 
overlooks the town and valley. 
Rewalsar: Around a natural lake with a floating island are a Shiva 
temple-the Lomesh Rishi Temple, Guru Govind Singh's gurdwara and a 
Buddhist monastery founded by Guru Padmasambhava. A spot that is 
revered by people of three faiths (Mandi). 

Prashar Temple: This temple, built in the 14th century, is a shrine 
where the rulers of Mandionce worshipped. The pagoda-style temple 
stands in the little green hollow around the Prashar lake, above the town 
of Pandoh. The views of the mountains are spectacular. 
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